ig6                            Viscount Halifax

ing. There could hardly be a greater humiliation. I said a few
words, but they were not good. The whole thing was muddled,
and I came away and have continued ever since miserable. This is
silly, but it is the truth. It is so horrid to see the Church of England
dragged through the mud by her own Bishops. ... I can see the
Archbishop is frightened to death by the Protestants; such an un-
worthy fear, but then he is, at bottom, a Protestant himself.10

Nothing was done until the accession of King George, when
among all but the extreme Protestants the necessity of altering
the Declaration was recognised. The Prime Minister and the
Archbishop of Canterbury, both of them masters in the art of
drafting reconciling formulae, applied themselves to the task of
finding words which would avoid either offence or equivoca-
tion. They finally agreed upon a plain Declaration of adherence
to Protestantism which was just acceptable. Halifax, who
had told the English Church Union in June 1910 that the
simple and sensible course was to abolish the Declaration
altogether, thought the general effect of the new wording was
'odious/

I cannot make up my mind about the Declaration [he wrote to
Stanmore] except that I cordially dislike it, and think it absurd
and ridiculous. All Asquith's arguments made for its inutility and
deletion. As it originally stood, though no doubt it could be
glossed, it tied the King to the Church of England, but identified
the Church of England with 'the Protestant Religion as by law
established? I might have preferred that to what we have got. .. .
In the amended form the King declares himself a 'faithful Pro-
testant/ If that means that he rejects Ultramontane Pretensions in-
volving a right to interfere in the temporal affairs of all the King-
doms of the earth, I agree with it, but in popular estimation it means
something quite different, Le. a profession of Protestantism versus
Catholicism, which I for one cannot stomach. I f&aTI therefore
come to London, make a speech for the freedom of my own soul,
and vote against all amendments "which are worse fVn what the